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DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

The PG & Research Department of Botany organized 

a Botany Association meeting held on September 24, 

2022. Dr. N. Thajuddin, Professor of Microbiology, 

Principal Investigator-NRMC (F) and Director-NFMC 

(sponsored by DBT, Govt. of India), Programme Co-

ordinator, M.Sc., Life Sciences, Bharathidasan 

University, Tiruchirappalli, 620 024, was the Chief Guest 

and delivered a special lecture on "Microalgal Biotechnology". 

In his speech, the chief guest stressed the importance of 

microalgal biotechnology. He elaborated that the microalgal 

biotechnology industry is expanding rapidly and currently 

gaining attention due to the multiple availabilities of high-

value products such as pigments, carbohydrates, proteins, 

nutraceuticals, biopharmaceuticals, and unique oleaginous 

compounds fractionated by biomass biorefineries. Dr. T.V. 

Sundar, Dean of Science, presided over the meeting and 

delivered the presidential address. Dr. B. Muthukumar, HoD 

of Botany, welcomed the gathering; Dr. V. Nandagopalan, 

Deputy Head of Botany, recalled about the Botany 

Association; and Dr. C. Muthukumar, Vice President of the 

Botany Association, introduced the chief guest. Finally, Dr. K. 

Ramar, Assistant Professor, proposed the vote of thanks.

DEPARTMENT OF BIOTECHNOLOGY 

AND MICROBIOLOGY

 National Level Conference 

A two-day national-level conference with the title 

"Recent Advances in Structural Biology" was organized by 

Workshop/Training 
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The Department of Biotechnology and Microbiology 

organized a "one-day hands-on training in apiculture" on 

October 29, 2022 to create awareness of honey bees and the 

role of honey bees in agriculture. Mr. S. Sudhandera 

Selvam (Horticulture), Proprietor of Sudhandera 

Selvam Natural Honey Bee Farm, Vridhachalam, Tamil 

Nadu The day's session starts with a theory and ends with a 

practical one. The morning session covered different aspects 

of honey bees and their characters, types of honey bees in 

India, the role of honey bees in agriculture, other apiculture 

rearing methods, dos and don'ts, the physiology and 

behavior of honey bees, disease diagnosis, and treatments, 

and he explained clearly the different seasonal management 

methods. Afternoon sessions deal with hands-on experience 

in apiculture rearing methods and their management. 

Sessions start with how to handle the two chambers (brood 

and super), the appearance of hives, identification of worker 

bees, queen bees, and drone bees, pollen collections, and he 

explains how to clean the box and hive, disease diagnostic 

methods, how to safeguard from enemies, and how to extract 

honey from the hive without damage. He then teaches how to 

separate the box for further usage. He explains the by-

products of honey and other income-generating sources from 

honey bee rearing methods like the extraction of royal jelly 

and pollen collections, etc. He shared his experience with 

troubleshooting methods in apiculture. As a result of this 

program, around 55 students (II BSc Biotechnology and 

Microbiology, III BSc Botany) and faculty members 

participated in this workshop. Students want to carry out 

their research work in the apiculture field, which could benefit 

the interdisciplinary research community and make them 

entrepreneurs.

Dr.J. Sivakamavalli from 04.11.2022-05.11.2022. Eminent 

professors and scientists from various institutions including 

Karaikudi Alagappa University, AMET Univetsity, Chennai 

delivered highly significant lectures and inspired young minds 

in exploring young minds in the field of Structural biology. 

Around 300 students actively attended the conference.

Invited lectures

Prof. Miriam Sheba conducted an invited lecture on 

the topic "Conservation of Biodiversity: Inextricably Linked 

With Human Welfare" on 23-09-2022. The chief guest  of the 

program, Dr. S. Sandilyan, founder and CEO of Kumaran 

Agro Farms, addressed effectively the role of wild life in 

human welfare. He made the students aware of the fact that 

human welfare is linked to the preservation of biodiversity in 

a variety of ways. Biodiversity forms the basis of a global life 

support system. Human beings have fulfilled many of their 

One-day hands-on training in apiculture

Conservation of Biodiversity- Inextricably Linked 

With Human Welfare



needs by taking advantage of the existence of many genes 

and species, as well as a "balanced" ecosystem.

Dr. Ananthi Sivangnanam, founder and CEO of 

Clinibiocare Technologies, Tenkasi, was the resource 

person. She shared her experience as an entrepreneur in 

establishing a state-of-the-art molecular diagnostics facility 

and as a research institution where numerous customized 

clinical investigations continue to happen in fields not 

restricted to cancer biology. Dr. Anandhi explained the 

versatility of proteomics as a tool and its advantages over 

genomic procedures in discovering new biomarkers. She also 

explained various kinds of sample preparation methods for 

obtaining optimal results in proteomic investigations, 

including Leammli's SDS PAGE as well as 2D PAGE. Students 

interacted with the resource person from their perspectives of 

understanding and also clarified many doubts that they came 

across in their project work and protein gel electrophoresis. 

Dr. Anandhi projected her unique research findings with 

reference to cancers such as oral sarcoma, intestinal cancers, 

etc. 

The resource person, a scientist at Clinibiocare 

Technology, invited the students and faculty for any possible 

research collaborations and trainings if needed. Dr. G. Rohini, 

Associate Professor, had arranged for the meeting by 

coordinating with the resource person. Dr. M.S. Mohamed 

Jaabir, Head, B&M, introduced the guest speaker earlier and 

also thanked her for spending her valuable time with the 

students. A group of 45 students and a few scholars benefited 

from the deliberations.

Interdepartmental Events

Prof. K. Varuna conducted a poster competition on 

the theme Algae: An Aquatic Wonder" for the Life Science 

students on October 12, 2022, to celebrate World Algae Day. 

Sixteen posters from various departments, including botany 

and microbiology, were exhibited in the UG Laboratory. Dr. S. 

Senthil Kumar, Asst. Prof. of Botany, and Prof. V. Miriam 

Sheeba, Asst. Prof. of Biotechnology, served as the judges. 

Students have prepared posters on different concepts such as 

algae as food, medicine, and cosmetics. One poster from the 

Quantitative Proteomics in Cancer Biomarkers 
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Department of Botany depicted algae as God. Three Best 

Posters and Special Appreciation Awards were presented at 

Alumni Connect on October 14, 2022.

Dr. M.S. Mohammed Jaabir, Head, Department of 

Biotechnology and Microbiology, conducted a "Special Talk 

on Wildlife SOS" held on December 1, 2022. Dr. Sha Arun, 

Head of Wildlife Projects and Exotic Species 

Consultant, Global Nature Foundation, Tharaiyur, was 

the chief guest of this program. He gave a wonderful speech 

about wildlife, animal behavior, and rescue operations.

Alumni Connect

Prof. K. Varuna organized Alumni Connect 2022, the 

first-of-its-kind event exclusively arranged for the Shift II 

Microbiology students, on October 14, 2022. Mr. 

Rajasekaran, proprietor of Medi Fabrics (2018-2021 batch of 

B.Sc. Microbiology), addressed the UG and PG students of 

Microbiology. The session was on entrepreneurial 

opportunities for microbiologists. Discussions focused on the 

existing avenues for microbiologists in a wide range of fields, 

including medicine and entrepreneurship. Winners and 

special awardees of the World Algae Day poster competition 

were presented with medals on the same occasion.

Awareness program  

The Department of Biotechnology and Microbiology 

observed Global Hand washing Day on October 15, 2022, in 

the College by organizing various awareness events such as 

poster displays, flash mobs, and special lectures. Students of 

Special talk on Wildlife SOS 



the Department of Biotechnology and Microbiology displayed 

a variety of posters at the entrance of the college at the time 

of students' entry from 8:10 to 8:35 am. Hand sanitizers were 

also dispensed to the students to remind them of the 

importance of hand washing day being observed.

A group of volunteers studying BSc Biotechnology 

and BSc Microbiology organized a 'Flash-Mob' event among 

the students at the time of gathering near the canteen at 

Interval-time. Through choreographed dance movements, 

students displayed hand-washing steps. Huge crowns 

gathered around and were made to remember the 

significance of the day. This flash mob was performed three 

times in the day during the interval in shift I, the lunch break, 

and the interval in shift II.

As a part of the day's event, a special lecture was 

also arranged together with the college NSS units. Dr. Diego 

Edwin, Professor, Department of Microbiology, Trichy-

SRM Medical College & Hospital, addressed students and 

shared relevant and interesting details about hand hygiene 

and hand washing processes. He mentioned that washing 

hands with soap and water is the ultimate way to clean the 

hands at all times, and the use of hand sanitizers cannot 

become equivalent to soap and water. The best three posters 

were also awarded citations and certificates during the 

lecture program. Dr. Karuthan, Asst. Prof., Dept. of Tamil 

(UAP), proposed a vote of thanks for all the organizing 

members, speakers, and students who made the day a grand 

success. Dr. R.S. Vigneshwari, Asst. Prof., Department of 
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Goshen Govt. HR School, Trichy, and Dr. 

Mathuram Corporation School, Trichy, organized a one-

day science exhibition on November 3, 2022, in their schools. 

They have cordially invited the Department of Biotechnology 

and Microbiology to take part in this exhibition. We have 

arranged the following facilities to explore different branches 

of biological science: plant tissue culture, light microscope,  

hydra samples, WBC and RBC grouping slides, crude methods 

of DNA isolation, displaying fungal and bacterial cultures, 

cyanobacteria cultures, and fermentation processes (in video 

format). Dr. T. Rajarajan, Dr. K. Arun, and Ms.Miram Sheba, 

assistant professors, organized the students for this 

exhibition.

The Department of Biotechnology and Microbiology 

connected the five-day (September 13-18, 2022) Open Day 

celebration in the form of a lab tour for school students. 

Around 15 schools and nearly 500 students benefited from 

this program.

An Open Day Lab Tour for Government School 

Students was organized by Ms. Miriam Sheba and Dr. T. 

Rajarajan in the Department of Biotechnology and 

Microbiology on September 21, 2023. The Honorable 

Minister of School Education, Mr.Anbil Mahesh 

Poyyamozhi, was the chief guest for the event. Around 25 

government school students actively participated in this 

program.

Dr. C. Prasannakumar, Associate professor 

organized a “Awareness Program regarding GAT-B for III UG 

both Biotechnology and Microbiology” held in the department 

lab on 30.08.2022. The students were elaborated about the 

importance of GAT  B exam and the session was a highly 

informative one which was very much beneficial to the 

students

 Five days - Open Day Lab Tour 

 One day - Open Day Lab Tour 

Students Awareness program

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY

The department of Chemistry conducted a one-day 

state-level workshop on "Entrepreneurial Development" and 

hands-on training in "CLEANSING PRODUCTS" under the 

auspices of the DBT-STAR College Scheme on August 25, 

2022.

Biotechnology and Microbiology, was the organizer for the 

day's events with the support of the faculty in the department 

and student volunteers.

Out Reach Program 


